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Report on the FELM-funded emergency relief  
to the victim of landslides in Muong Te district, Vietnam
October-November, 2009
Background 
Situating in the most far Northwest of Vietnam and bordering with China, Muong Te remains one of the poorest districts of the country. In 2005, CWS Vietnam’s started to focus its work in Muong Te district, where is inhabited by many ethnic minority groups, of which the La Hu people is one of the most disadvantaged in the district. Since then, Muong Te is, therefore, becoming one of CWS Vietnam’s two focal project areas. The “Hygiene and Health Promotion” project started in 2008 in Muong Te is funded by FELM is to improve the quality of life for disadvantaged and ethnic minority people in Muong Te district by improving the access to and the quality of the health service being delivered in the project communes.

The heavy rain in Muong Te district throughout the last days of July, has caused flash floods in the area, causing human casualties as well as property damages.  Accessibility to some of the villages in the district is shut, and information flow from the affected areas is still erratic.  
So far, there have been 28 families in 3 villages (all of La Hu ethnic minority group) immediately displaced, affecting 127 individuals to move from their houses. More families will be moved as well, but in the second phase as per the district plan.
Impact of the emergency: According to present information, the extent of damages reported includes:

· 4 deaths plus displacement of affected families

· 41.1 hectare of young rice lost and field swept away or covered by mud

· 9.2 hectare of farm produce lost

· 2.1 hectare of fish pond swept away

· Deaths of many livestock

· 90 mini-hydroelectric generators swept away

· 12 small scale irrigation works damaged

· Small dams damaged

· Road networks damaged and traffic interrupted

· Estimated damage to infrastructure is at least USD 400,000 

Some pictures of the EMERGENCY RELIEF distribution and the project area 
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